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| have often been a pioneer within my family. Atrdith be told,
in many instances my ground-breaking efforts wete n
welcomed with enthusiasm. In 1988 at the age df@a
something no one in my family had ever done: I@go#a jet and
flew to California. In my neighborhood in West ¥iinia
through the 1960’s and 1970's, California was cdeid to be
a very long way from home. In fact, the idea ohgao Viet
Nam seemed much more familiar; and many of therdidis
that | knew had already made that trip.

Despite that by 1988 | was a confident and an diguaverly
exposed person | remained the son of an Appalaetiaking
class family. And although it had been ten yeacstharee
states since | had left my parents home | stiltiedrwith me
much of my family and cultural truth that if pertieply
forgotten could be corrected by an unsolicited ghoall —
something that can be both a safety net and a burdacations
in my neighborhood were limited in scope, genertlgome
city—Baltimore in my family’s case, to visit relaés who had
migrated there for work, and then on to Ocean Gitgryland
once or twice to be at the beach. If they travelieall, other
kids in my neighborhood took a trip to Richmond\mrfolk to
see family and then on to Virginia Beach; or pegi@psome
textile town in the Carolinas with a side trip to/ile Beach.
But the destinations were always limited basedimmemices and
familiarity with little interest paid to enlighterent or
emancipation. Never had a kid in my neighborhoeerto
California; and | was at least into high schooldvefl met
anyone who could offer a credible first-hand ac¢airsuch a
trip.

Today, among my circle of friends and acquaintanaggp to
California is not exotic and certainly nothing t® énxious
about but it remains as far as anyone in my fatmly ever been
away from home.

Continued on page 2...
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Director's comments continued from page 1...

In social situations when the topic of travel argasure to
other cultures comes up | simply keep quiet. Wheltheright
or just defensive, | sometimes sense a not-soesshtiotiness
that seems to emerge along with the stories oaulistavel. To
be sure, | believe there is huge value in travdlexposure to
other cultures. Moreover, | suspect the valuéisf travel is at
least equal to the sense of relative deprivatian ltexperience
when the subject comes up—as often it does.

On May 8, 9 and 10 six very different families winave been
guests of Goshen Interfaith Hospitality Networlsame point
in the past will be vacationing at Camp Amigo. fehthey will
have full use of the grounds, and meals will bepared by
Amigo’s great kitchen staff. While families wilegerally be
free to do as they please, camp Amigo staff wilbkailable to
help introduce some outdoor activities. This istede
possible by a grant made available for this purpose

To many of our readers, a weekend at Amigo mayseein like
such a big deal. Yet, for the six families whoigipate going, a
weekend of vacation at Amigo might feel like a tigp
California. As a person who helped put these Vacatlans
together, | feel a lot of empathy for both theixiaty and their
excitement. And I trust that when this weekend freest, some
people will be changed much like | was when traglwest
sparked new views and the world around me.

Thank you for your support of the families of Gasheterfaith.

13. 8. 17861. 2509What do these numbers have to do
with anything? We'll see.

13 The GIHN coordinators at East Goshen Mennonie ar
Ken and Sheril Mullet. They were initially drawm the
church some years ago because of the churchesrnonce

take on the responsibility.” They also observedhange
that often happens during the course of the weelas

initially awkward relationship with guests turnsdrone
of appreciation.

Perhaps this is one benefit that coordinators éxpes to
a greater degree than other volunteers, sincehirey
more consistent contact with guests!

17861 Volunteers at East Goshdodated at 17861 SR}

primarily come from Sunday School classes or fromals
groups that will take all the responsibilities for evening
Outside of this, occasionally one or two overnight
volunteers are needed to fill in the gaps.

2509 You may well have noticed the building projedtth

East Goshen has been working at over the past muhbe

months, revamping and adding space. During timis ti

they have used Berkey Avenue Mennonite Fellowship’s

space 2509 Berkey Avenug for hosting, adding to the
list of churches that have used this space atioreeor
another to host when they could not at their ovilthere
were no complaints from either side. It's goode¢e
churches work together for the common cause of
providing for the needs of the homeless!

Thank you, East Goshen, for the way you continue to
express your love for those Jesus especially loves!

about social issues as well as the friendlinesshand
helped flesh out those characteristics by helping
coordinate the volunteers for East Goshen'’s week of
hosting. The church has hosted guestshiioieen years
out of its care for those with limited financiaborces.

8 Ken and Sheril indicate that over thight yearsthey
have served as coordinators they find it gratifytimat
“when we need someone for a given task, it seeneawh
we make the need known someone will step forwadd an

# $

Immediate needsdiapers — sizes 4 & 5, blankets (new
gently used), coffee (Fair Trade, regular), creamer

On-going needs: laundry detergent, dish soap, paper
towels, cleaning supplies i.e. Mr. Clean, Lysol (we
currently do not need toilet bowl cleaner or Wingdex
toilet paper, kitchen size garbage bags, stagiftscards
from grocery stores, drug stores, gas stations,
Wal-Mart, Meijer, etc...

or



